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THURSDAY,    MARCH    12,    1914. 

U>JiTEi)  States  Sbnati:, 

SUBCOMMIITEE  OF  COMMI'lTEE  ON  THE  LlUKAHY, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

The  subc((mmittee  met  at  10.45  o'clock  a.  in.,  i)ur.suaiit  to  the  call  of 
the  chairman. 

Present:  Senator  Lea  (chairman). 
}  Also  present:  Him.  William  P.  Dillingham,  United  States  Sen- 
"Stor  from  Vermont :  Hon.  Carroll  S.  Page,  United  States  Senator 
from  Vermont;  Hon.  Frank  L.  Greene,  a  Representative  in  Congress 
jfrom  the  State  of  Vermont ;  Hon.  Peter  G.  Ten  Eyck,  a  Representa- 
jtive  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  New  York;  Mr.  Francis  Lynde 
jStetson,  15  Broad  Street,  New  York  City,  chairman  Plattsl)urgh 
•Centenary  Commission;  ex-Lieut.  Gov.  Thomas  F.  Conway,  '^rl  Nas- 
sau Street,  New  York  City,  vice  chairman  Plattsburgli  Centenary 
Commission;  Salvatore  A.  Cotillo,  273  Pleasant  Avenue,  New  York 
City,  member  Plattsburgh  Centenary  Commission:  John  Dorst.  jr., 
jAkron,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  member  Plattsburgh  Centenary  Com- 
'mission;  Joseph  S.  Esciuirol,  25  Crooke  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
member  Plattsburgh  Centenary  Commission;  Hon.  Franklin  D. 
■jRoosevelt,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C,  mem' 
'ber  Plattsburgh  Centenary  Commission;  Very  Rev.  John  P.  Chid- 
lAvick,  D.  D.,  St.  Joseph's  Seminary,  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  president  of  the 
Catholic  Summer  School  of  America,  member  of  Plattsburgh  Cen- 
tenary Commission;  Henry  W.  Hill,  471  Linwood  Avenue.  Buffalo, 
'X.  Y.,  member  Plattsburg  Centenary  Commission;  Howard  D.  Had- 
iley,  assistant  secretary  Plattsburgh  Centenary  Commission;  Platts- 
])urgh,  N.  Y.,  also  representing  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly  of 
IMattsburgh;  Jay  A.  Freeman,  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  president  cham- 
l.ci-  of  commerce;  W.  H.  Goff,  mayor  of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y. ;  W.  E. 
^Parkhurst,  ex-president  chamber  of  commerce,  Plattsburgh.  N.  Y. ; 
;Edwin  G.  Moore,  president  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. ;  Elmer  F.  Botsford,  president  Clinton  County 
Agricultural  Society,  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. ;  George  W.  Stone,  presi- 
dent Vermont-Macdonough  Memorial  Commission,  Vergennes,  "\'t. ; 
John  Donnelly,  Vergennes,  Vt. ;  Rev.  L.  A.  Vezina,  president  board 
of  trade,  Vergennes,  Vt. ;  Millard  F.  Barnes,  Chimnev  Point.  Vt. ; 
Col.  Charles  D.  Booth,  Washington,  D.  C;  Henry  K.  Averill,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ;  Henry  A.  Macomb,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  grandson  of 
Gen.  Alexander  Macomb,  connnander  of  American  land  troops  at 
Plattsburgh  Battle :  Charles  A.  Murray,  New  York  City,  secretary 
Catholic    Summer   School   of  America;    Charles   A.    Barnard,   city 
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judge.  PJattsburgli.  X.  Y. ;  Seimtor  Robert  W.  McCiien,  Vergennes, 
Vt..  .^eeiviarv  Verniunt-Macdoiiuugh  Coniiuissioii ;  Ira  A.  Kowlson, 
Platisl.urgh.'X.  Y. ;  John  8.  McDowell,  Plattsburgh.  N.  Y. ;  Frank 
K.  Kyan,  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  has  assembled  this  morning  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  Senate  bill  No.  3002.  Avhich  is  as  follows: 

[S.  3662,   Sixly-tbird  Congress,  second  session.] 

A  BILL  To  provide  the  erection  of  n  memorial  in  conjunction  with  the  celebration  of  the 
centenary  of  the  Battl»>  of  Plat tslmrgh,  during  the  year  1914,  in  commemoration  of  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  Macdonough's  victory  In  the  naval  battle  fought  in  the 
War  of  ISIL',  the  last  naval  engagement  between  I'>nglish-speaking  peoples. 

Be  it  ciKificd  by  the  Senate  aiul  JJuiisc  of  Rciiresciitatires  of  the  I'nited  .S7fl/c<» 
of  A»ieriea  in  Congress  assrmhled.  Tluit  there  is  liPioby  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  TTnited  States  not  otherwLse  a|iproi)ri:ited, 
the  sum  of  i?2r>0.()00  tow.-ird  the  erection  of  .-i  memorial  in  comniemorat  ion  of  the 
victory  of  Conmiodore  Tliom:is  .^Llcdonou.i,'h  on  L:ike  CliamiilMin  ;iiid  in  Mid  of 
(he  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  the  Battle  of  riatlshurfjh,  to  lie  held  during 
the  year  1014  at  Plattsburgh.  N.  Y.,  the  same  to  be  disbursed  by  the  centenary 
commission  appointed  by  (he  State  of  Xew  York. 

Skc.  2.  That  the  President  is  herel)y  authorized  to  appoint  three  citizens  of 
the  United  States  as  commissioners  of  (he  said  centenary  celebration,  who  shall 
serve  without  pay.  but  wlio  shall  be  reimbursed  and  paid  out  of  tlie  money 
herein  appropriated  for  their  actual  and  necessary  expenses  in  a((endin}i  their 
otficial  dulies,  of  whom  one  shall  be  chosen  from  (lie  Army  and  one  from  the 
Navy,  to  represent  the  National  Government  in  (he  proposed  celebration  and  in 
the  erection  of  the  iiro])osed  memorial  in  conjunclion  with  the  cnnmiissioners 
representing:  the  State  of  New  York. 

Skc.  3.  'i'hat  (he  making  of  the  appropriation  provided  for  in  section  1  of 
this  act  shall  in  no  way  oi>erate,  by  implication  or  otherwise,  to  require  the 
Ignited  States  to  incur  any  further  debt  or  obligation  in  connection  with  the 
erection  of  such  meinori;il  or  in  connection  with  said  centenary  celebration. 

Skc.  4.  That  the  money  appropriated  by  this  act  shall  l)e  paid  out  on  the 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  from  time  to  time 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  organization  ei^.gaged  in  the  erection  of  said  monument 
and  in  promoting  and  liolding  tlie  said  centenary  celebradon.  amL  on  said  secre- 
tary being  satisfied,  the  money  approjtriated  will  be  disbursed  for  the  olijects. 
uses,  and  puriKises  expressed  in  section  1  of  this  act:  I'roriihd.  That  no  pari 
of  the  sum  hereby  ai)propriated  sliall  be  available  for  (he  said  centenary  cele- 
bra(ion  of  said  Battle  of  Plat(sl)urgli  until  (he  T'nited  States  commissioners 
are  satisfied  that  a  sufficient  sum  has  been  appropriated  by  (he  State  of  New 
York  for  that  purpose,  including  the  amount  herel>y  appropriated,  for  the  com- 
pletion of  said  memorial. 

Senator  Dillingham,  have  you  anyone  you  care  to  ])i-esent  to  the 
committee  ? 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  P.  DILLINGHAM.  A  UNITED 
STATES  SENATOR  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

.'•^eiiatoi-  Dir,iJN(;iiA:\r.  Mi-.  Chairman,  this  inoveineut  was  inaugu- 
rattul  in  the  State  of  Xew  York,  and  the  h'lW  whidi  is  before  you 
lecognizes  the  Xew  Yf)r]v  sclieme.  Vermont  simply  tisks  to  be  let 
into  it.  and  in  sin  informal  conference  had  this  morning  between 
(he  Vermont  representatives  here  and  the  New  York  repi'csenta- 
ti\cs.  T  tliink  they  have  come  to  a  full  agreement  as  to  (he  terms  ou 
which  they  shall  come  in.  Tliere  is  a  i^erfect  sentiment  of  mutuality 
lict  wccii  (he  lw()  States.  The  fact  Hiat  this  battle  originated  in  both 
States  ('(itially  allots  our  claims,  jilthough  Vermont's  claims  are  not  as 
great  a-  what  XVw  '^'orjc  asks  for  in  tlie  bill.  1  think  the  Xew  York 
delegation   wtint    to   present    to   (he  committee   in   concise   form   the 
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soliemo,  the  orifriii  of  it  aiul  the  importance  of  it,  and  what  they  hope 
to  accomplish,  and  when  that  is  done  the  Vermonters  will  he  very 
<>lad  to  speak  their  part  in  the  matter,  their  interest  in  the  matter. 
I  doubt  not  that  the  two  connnittees  will  be  al)le  to  su<r«;est  to  the 
connnittee  any  anicmhiient  they  may  liUe  to  add  to  the  measure.  I 
suggest  that  the  New  York  (lele<>;ation  would  like  to  present  the  claims 
of  New  York  to  the  committee  so  that  ('onjiress  maj^  have  the  benefit 
of  the  information  they  have  gathered. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  be  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  any  repre- 
sentative of  either  or  both  States.  I  regret  that  all  the  members  of 
the  subcommittee  are  not  able  to  be  here  this  morning,  but  we  have 
an  official  reporter  so  that  the  hearing  will  be  laid  before  not  only 
the  subcommittee  but  the  full  connnittee.  I  will  have  to  ask  tiuit  the 
hearing  be  limited  to  one  hour,  as  I  have  an  engagement  which  I 
Avill  be  obliged  to  meet  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  Stetson.  Assistant  Secretary  Roosevelt  will  be  the  first 
speaker. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  FRANKLIN  D.  ROOSEVELT,  ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY    OF   THE    NAVY. 

^h'.  Roosevelt.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  appear  here  in  a  dual  capacity; 
in  fact,  a  triple  capacity.  I  happen  to  be  the  person  in  the  Senate 
of  the  State  of  New  Y'ork  who  introduced  the  original  resolution 
calling  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  the  State  to  make  a  report  on  the  advisability  of  celebrating  the 
centenary  of  the  Battles  of  Lake  Champlain,  meaning  by  that  the 
naval  battle  on  the  Lake  and  also  the  land  battle  which  went  on  2 
miles  away,  simultaneously.  That  committee  reported  in  favor  of  a 
celebration  on  a  national  scale,  and  as  a  result  a  commission  has  been 
appointed  in  the  State  of  New  Y^ork  and  it  has  hoped  at  this  session 
of  the  legislature  to  obtain  an  appropriation  of  $12.5.000  for  that 
celebration  from  the  State  of  New  York.  I  think,  from  information 
I  have,  that  there  is  absolutely  no  question  but  that  it  will  go  through 
the  legislature  and  will  be  signed  by  the  governor. 

I  also  appear  here — and  I  think  I  can  properly — as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Xavy  Department,  to  state  to  the  committee  that  the  cele- 
bration of  that  battle  is  of  real  interest  to  that  branch  of  the  service. 
Every  naval  officer,  every  person  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
Xavy,  is  interested  in  the  Battle  of  Lake  Champlain.  They  are  par- 
ticularly interested  in  it  because  of  the  fact  that  it  is  conceded  by  all 
naval  histcrians — in  fact,  by  all  historians  of  every  kind.  T  think — 
that  the  Battle  of  Lake  Champlain.  the  naval  battle  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain, was  probably  the  greatest  feat  of  arms  that  our  Xavy  achieved 
in  the  War  of  1812.  We  have  all  heard,  of  course,  a  great  deal 
about  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie,  and  I  do  not  for  a  moment  want  to 
discredit  the  plaudits  which  Perry  and  his  officers  received  in  that 
battle,  but  I  think  it  is  fair  to  state  that  perhaps  the  reason  why  the, 
American  people  to-day  do  not  know  as  much  about  the  Battle  of 
Lake  Champlain  a>  they  do  about  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie  is  because 
of  several  very  self-evident  reasons.  The  first  is  that  the  Battle  of 
Lake  Erie  contains  several  picturesque  features,  such  as  the  moving 
of  the  American  commander  from  his  own  ship  after  it  was  in  a  sink- 
ing condition,  practically,  to  another  ship  in  a  small  boat.     Another 
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reason  is  that  tliat  hattlo  was  the  first  victory  that  we  ever  obtained 
over  (Jreat  Britain  in  that  war  in  which  a  fleet  was  engaged  on  both 
sides.  Tlie  second  battle  in  which  two  fleets  were  engaged  was  the 
Battle  of  Lake  Clianiplain,  but  it  came  after  the  first  battle,  and  did 
iiot  get  jH'rhaps  the  same  apphuise  as  if  it  had  been  the  first. 

I  (h'ew  the  parallel  last  night  in  talking  to  (iov.  Conwa}'  as  to 
wliat  would  have  hai)pened  to  this  country  in  1S98  if  the  Battle  of 
Santiago  had  been  fought  on  May  1  and  the  Battle  of  Manila  Bay 
had  been  f(»ught  .luly  3.  The  chances  are  that  the  Battle  of  Santiago 
would  have  ai'oused  the  American  people  to  the  same  j^itch  of  ex- 
citement that  the  Battle  of  Manila  Bay  did.  Probably  the  relations 
of  the  two  battles  would  have  been  exactl}^  changed.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  Battle  of  Lake  Champlain  historically  is,  of  course,  very 
^•eat.  It  is  more  important  historically  than  the  Battle  of  Lake 
Erie.  I  think  that  is  conceded  by  all.  In  our  AVar  of  1812,  as  in  the 
Revolution,  the  weakness  of  the  United  States  from  the  military 
point  of  view  was  the  line  of  cleavage  I'unning  down  from  Lake 
Chamj)lain  and  Lake  George  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Hudson  and 
then  to  New  York.  In  the  devolution,  liurgoyne  attempted  to  effect 
the  cleavage  right  down  tlirough  the  center  of  the  country.  New 
York  was  in  the  jiossession  of  the  British  and  Burgoyne  was  luckily 
stopped  only  a  few^  miles  before  the  British  fleet,  wdiich  had  sailed  up 
the  Hudson.  Again,  in  1814.  a  definite  attempt  was  made  by  the 
British  to  force  that  same  line  of  cleavage.  It  is  a  historical  fact 
that  when  the  news  of  the  Battle  of  Lake  Champlain  reached  Eng- 
land about  the  1st  of  November.  1814,  it  had  a  distinct  effect  on  the 
British  attitude  toward  a  termination  of  the  war.  The  commis- 
sioners were  about  to  meet.  If  the  British  troops  had  ol)tained  a 
victory  on  the  land  at  Plattsburgh  and  the  British  fleet  had  been  vic- 
torious, the  British  and  the  Canadians  would  have  had  access  to 
Lake  Champlain.  Lake  George,  and  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson. 
The  treaty  of  peace  would  jjrobably  have  been  far  more  difficult  to 
secure  if  they  had  won.  I  liope  very  much  that  the  connnittee  will 
see  fit  to  make  this  a  national  celebration.  It  should  be  a  national 
celebration.  Two  States  at  least  ai'e  intimately  connected  Avith  it.  but 
more  than  that,  every  State  in  the  Union  at  that  time  was  intimately 
connected  with  it.  because  it  hi-ought  very  largely  to  a  close  our  last 
war  wath  Great  Britain.  I  believe  that  the  expenditure  of  this 
money  by  Congress  could  not  be  considered  a  wasteful  or  extravagant 
act.  To  my  mind  that  kind  of  exiienditui'o  does  a  vast  amount  of 
good  all  through  the  country. 

STATEMENT    OF    MR.    FRANCIS    LYNDE    STETSON,     CHAIRMAN 
PLATTSBURGH  CENTENARY  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  Stktsox.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  chairman  <.l'  the  Plattsburgh 
Centenary  Connni.ssion  it  becomes  my  duty  to  make  a  b'w  remarks 
to  you  in  behalf  of  the  bill  before  the  connnittee.  We  are  here  ap- 
pealing to  the  patriotic  sons  of  the  entire  country  to  c(  inmemorate 
an  event  which  is  of  national  impoiMance.  and  certainly  the  chaii'man 
of  this  connnittee — coming  fi'om  the  State  which  fui-nished  the  hero 
and  the  man  who  fought  the  ne.xt  battle  alter  this.  New  Orleans, 
which  I  trust  al>o  will  be  a|)pro|)riat<'ly  conmu'moratcil — should  be 
interested.     There  we  will  celebrate  the  event  and  the  man.  but   we 
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will  not  (rlebrate  the  consmiuiKitioii  of  lli;i(  cncuI.  lu'caiisi'  this  wu.s 
after  the  declaration  of  peace  and  a  Iter  ihc  treaty  of  ])eaco  was' 
signed,  hut  not  known,  lu'caiise  of  tiic  lack  of  speedy  coininnnication 
between  Knj^huid  and  America.  The  treaty  of  peace  had  heeii  si^rned 
on  Christmas  e\e.  1814.  and  the  Battle  of  New  OrU'ans  was  foiif^hl  on 
the  8th  of  flanuary.  1815,  so  those  <i;allant  li\es  wei-e  lost  and  that 
brilliant  achievement  ma(k'  to  the  im|)erishabk'  <iloi-y  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  but  without  immediate  conse(iuence  upon  llie  e\en(>  of  the 
war  between  the  two  countries.  That  had  aiicady  been  decided. 
And  what  had  decided  it?  This  Battle  (d'  l'lattsbur<2;h.  not  the 
Battle  of  Lake  Erie,  because  the  war  had  continued  for  one  yeai* 
and  thi-ec  months  after  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie.  It  was  decided  by 
the  Battle  of  Plattsbiiriih.  and  for  proof  of  that  I  ajjpeal  to  the  cor- 
respondence between  Lord  Bathurst  and  Lord  Castlehurst.  in  which 
Lord  Bathurst  distinctly  said  that  their  phins  had  been  entirely 
changed  by  those  methods. 

Now,  what  were  those  plans?  It  is  not  generally  understood  or 
known  that  that  w^as  in  our  moment  of  weakness.  Our  war  had,  up  to 
that  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  individual  acts  of  bi-avery, 
ijeen  one  that  was  full  of  causes  of  mortification  to  our  "Nation,  and 
our  weakness  had  been  shown  at  a  time  when  England  was  weak,  but 
now  the  revelation  of  that  weakness  was  a  great  risk,  because  Eng- 
land had  become  strong.  AVith  the  unexpected  termination  of  the 
Napoleonic  wars  and  the  destruction  of  Napoleonic  supremacy 
through  the  battles  of  Leipzig  and  Dresden  in  1813,  the  English 
forces  had  been  released,  and  they  were  prepared  to  continue  the 
course  they  had  already  begun  of  sending  their  army  to  this  country, 
and  so  confident  were  they  at  that  time  that  now  they  must  succeed 
completely  in  overcoming  the  United  States  that  they  were  already 
engaged  in  arranging  the  terms  of  peace  and  the  conditions  of  peace, 
and  those  conditions  were  far  enough  known  to  be  a  matter  of  con- 
sideration in  this  country. 

The  serious  consideration  was  this:  The  British  Government  con- 
sidered itself  under  obligations  to  the  Indians  and  Tecumseh  and 
his  associates  who  had  rendered  them  great  assistance  and  had  ren- 
dered us  great  annoyance,  incidentally  electing  William  Henry  Har- 
rison President  of  'the  United  States  because  of  his  victory  over 
Tecumseh.  Owing  to  that  assistance  the  British  people  felt  that  they 
must  do  something  for  the  Indians  and  incidentally  something  for 
themselves,  and  the  combined  purpose  found  its  outlet  in  the  project 
of  creating  what  is  now  the  State  of  Indiana,  with  portions  of  Illinois 
and  Ohio,'  as  a  neutral  State  which  should  be  set  apart  for  the  Indians 
and  which  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Indians.  Now,  that  was 
Avhat  was  threatening  this  country.  We  may  laugh  at  it  now,  but 
then  it  w^as  no  laughing  matter.  It  was  then  seriously  under  con- 
sideration. 

Now,  what  was  it  that  stopped  that  project?  The  thing  that 
stopped  it,  as  Lord  Bathursfs  correspondence  .shows,  was  this  vic- 
tory in  th.at  bay,  Avhich  is  shown  in  this  i)icture  that  I  have  here. 
He" writes  that  '"'while  we  were  expecting  everything  it  looks  now.  in 
view  of  this  late  unfortunate  occurrence  on  Lake  Champiain.  that  we 
shall  obtain  nothing."  When  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  appealed 
to  for  advice,  he  declared,  that,  upon  the  l)est  information  received, 
they  were  not  able  to  make  good  their  entry  to  that  territory.     Now, 
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that  news  reaclu'd  Kiijjfhind  ahout  the  l.')th  of  October  and  the  treaty 
was  si«riieil  on  C'liristnias  eve.  and  that  thin^:  was  aeeoniplished  be- 
<ause  of  this  battle.  Therefore,  as  Admiral  Mahan  said.  "  this,  more 
than  any  ()ther.  may  l>e  called  the  decisive  battle  of  this  war."  There 
was  no  fnrther  naval  (■nira^^emeiit.  There  was  an  en<;a^ement  the 
very  next  day  at  Baltimore,  when  the  Hritish  troops,  after  burnino; 
the  Capitol  at  Washin«rton.  went  to  Baltimore  and  made  an  attemp't 
at  Fort  McIIenry.  which  resulted  in  that  irlorioiis  ode.  our  National 
anthem.  Fi-ancis  Scott  Key's  "Star  Spangled  lianner."  If  you  take 
away  the  Star  Spano;lcd  Bjiiiner  there  will  not  be  much  to  celebrate 
(»f  what  hapi)ened  in  Baltimore.  Still,  he  wrote  the  Nation's  song, 
and  it  is  worth  it.  All  that  it  cost  and  all  that  you  choose  to  give 
to  Baltimore  is  j^rojjerly  given  in  recognition  of  that  patriotic  spirit 
which  stinndates  Amei'ican  character  whei-ever  it  goes. 

Now,  I  have  endeavored  briefly  to  show  the  importance  of  the 
event.  I  would  like  now  t()  call  your  attention  to  the  thrilling  char- 
acter of  the  scene  itself.  It  a|)i)eals  to  me.  because  I  was  born  there 
and  my  grandfather  fought  in  that  battle.  I  knew  many  of  its  sur- 
vivors. Here  on  this  maji  you  will  find  the  historic  bay;  here  is 
the  Saranac  River  entering  the  bay.  This  [indicating]  is  sometimes 
called  Plattsburgh  Bay.  i)ut  generally  Cumberland  Bay.  At  that 
time  the  little  town  of  Plattsburgh  had  a  population  of  about  2.500. 
whereas  it  now  has  a  poi)ulation  of  10.000.  The  frontier  may  be 
rei)i-esented  l)y  the  top  of  the  map.  Sir  (ieorge  Prevost.  with  IH.OOO 
of  ^^'ellington"s  veterans,  had  arrived  in  July  or  Angust  and  i)ro- 
ceeded  uj)  the  St.  Lawrence  River  to  Quebec,  and  then  marched 
down  these  two  roads,  down  to  what  is  known  as  Dead  Creek.  They 
came  in  two  battalions.  This  battle  was  fought  on  Sunday.  Sep- 
tember 11.  Five  days  before  that,  one  column  of  Prevost's  army, 
upon  the  Gth  of  September,  had  reached  Culvers  Hill.  The  other 
column  was  marching  down  at  the  left.  Reaching  there  they  Avere 
resisted.  They  were  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  Willington.  who  was 
a  cousin  of  the  Duke  of  AVellington.  They  were  resisted  l)y  a  group 
of  our  people,  our  ancestors,  in  arms. 

Five  days  before  the  battle  Gen.  Ralph  Izard,  against  his  pro- 
test, had  Ijeen  sent  aAvay  with  10.000  troops  to  Oswego,  leaving  a 
few  thousand  men  under  the  gallant  Macomb,  whose  grandson  is 
here  to-day,  to  stand  against  these  13.000  troops  of  Prevost.  They 
Avere  rallied  and  added  to  by  the  general  accessions  of  the  country 
]H'()])le  I>ack  of  the  lake  and  from  the  south  until  there  Avere  about 
5.01)0  or  0.000  coming  to  meet  the  advance,  (icn.  dohn  "Wool,  whom 
1  k'uew  to  be  one  of  the  bravest  of  our  men.  Avas  then  a  captain  in 
charge  of  another  column.  'J'hey  resisted  the  advance  of  the  troo]:)s 
under  Lieut.  Col.  A^'ilIillgton.  and  he  was  killed,  and  they  fell  back 
to  Halseys  Corner,  wheie  they  made  another  stand,  and  then  again 
lell  i»ack.  Here  [indicating  on  maj)]  they  made  another  stand, 
whei-e  (len.  Bi-own  had  erected  three  forts,  and  there.  Prevost  not 
finding  the  sui)port  from  his  fleet  as  yet.  they  rested.  In  the  subse- 
<|uent  endeavor  to  cross  the  river  there  Avas  such  a  controversy  that 
that  rivei'  luis  ever  since  been  known  as  the  Bloody  Saranac.  because 
it  Avas  dyed  with  the  blood  (»f  the  ]ienple  who  ])erished  there. 

Now.  Ave  |)as-.  to  what  has  happened.  In  the  sununer  of  1813 
Lieut.  Averill.  liaAing  taken  two  of  the  vessels  that  Macdonough  had 
jirovided,  Avcnt  down  to  .Viuianoa.  and  there  suH'ered  a  rei)ulse.  and 
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his  two  boats  were  lost,  eai)ture(l  hy  the  Bi-itisli.  One  ol"  iliein.  llie 
largest,  which  formed  a  pari  of  llie  iKet.  was  coimiiaiKUMl  hy  ('apt. 
Dowiiie.  Ife  proeeetkMl  up  the  hike,  and  at  '.»  o"ch)ck  on  Siiiuhiy. 
Septeiiiher  11,  1S14.  roiiiided  ("iiinherlaiid  Head  and  came  to  where 
you  see  (he  red  ships  on  this  maj).  There  is  present  (his  mov(  ad- 
mirable oendeman,  Mr.  Averill.  whose  father  was  mentioned  in  (he 
resolution  thaidvin<r  those  gentlemen  for  their  part  of  (he  l)a(tle.  and 
givin<i,-  the  gun  that  had  been  captured  by  (Jen.  Macomb  to  one  whose 
name  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  in  the  State  of  New  ^'ork.  A.  ('. 
riatt.  I  called  on  him  in  lcS()7,  when  I  came  to  Xew  York,  and  he 
was  blind,  and  he  said,  "Stetson,  I  wondei'  if  you  are  as  good  a 
Democrat  as  your  grandfadier  was."  I  said,  "  Wni  mean  mv  fadier." 
He  said.''  No:  your  grandfadier :  (hey  iiave  all  been  good  Di'iiiocrats.'" 
And  (hat  is  true  (o  the  present  time. 

S(>.  he  rounded  here  on  this  morning  a(  !)  o'clock,  and  (here  he 
found  Macdonougirs  fleet  waidng  for  him.  Xow,  Col,  Roosevelt 
has  well  pointed  out — I  mean  Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt  in  his  history 
of  the  War  of  1812.  not  the  present  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Xayy — that  this  was  a  battle  in  Avhich  an  inferior  force  prevailed 
against  a  superior  force,  not  as  in  Lake  Erie — and  I  would  not 
withdraw  one  of  the  laurels  from  the  hero  of  Lake  P^rie — where  the 
conditions  were  reversed.  Macdonough  had  14  vessels  against  l(j; 
8()  guns  against  95;  882  men  against  1,000.  He  also  had  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  elements.  The  wind  Avas  then  blowing  from  (he 
west  and  as  he  lay  there  he  could  not  retreat,  he  could  not  draw 
back  toward  the  shore;  he  would  have  had  to  beat  against  the  enemy's 
face  to  do  it,  Avhereas,  the  British  could  withdraw  at  any  moment 
Avith  a  favorable  wind,  if  they  saw^  fit.  He  had  this  other  disad- 
\  antage  that  if  he  moved  to  that  western  shore.  Prevost's  army  and 
batteries  being  on  the  heights  there,  his  fleet  would  be  driven  under 
the  fire  of  the  land  batteries  of  the  British.  Indeed.  I  might  say 
that  this  was  one  of  the  causes  for  which  court-martial  proceedings 
AA'ere  instituted  against  Prevost  when  he  returned  to  England,  be- 
cause he  had  not  shelled  Macdonough's  fleet  from  the  shore,  the 
question  being  whether  the  army  Avas  Avithin  the  range  of  the  guns. 
PreA'ost  died  AA'hile  the  court-martial  Avas  pending  and  so  nothing 
ever  came  from  it. 

Immediately  as  they  came  in  range  Macdonough  opened  fire  on 
DoAvnie.  DoAvnie  did  nothing  until  he  had  come  near  Macdonough. 
Avhen  he  opened  fire  from  his  ship,  the  Conftanre,  on  the  S<(r(if<u/a, 
and  at  the  first  fire  he  almost  blcAv  the  Sarafor/ti  out  of  the  Avater. 
destroying  40  of  its  men  in  that  first  fire.  Before  the  battle  had 
lasted  10  minutes  ]\Iacdonough  had  been  knocked  senseless — noAv,  I 
am  talking  about  the  man — by  the  shattering  of  the  spanker  boom 
Avhich  had  struck  against  his  head  and  knocked  him  senseless  to 
the  deck,  but  it  did  not  knock  him  out.  He  arose  and  resumed  the 
fight  and  again  he  Avas  knocked  senseless.  The  head  of  his  gun  Avas 
bioAvn  off  and  struck  him  and  knocked  him  doAvn  senseless.  Did 
he  give  up  then  ?  No.  He  resumed  the  fight.  There  is  noAvhere  in 
the  annals  of  war  a  hero  such  as  he.  As  McMaster  said  in  his 
history.  "  Xoav  Avas  the  time  for  su.rrender."  His  Avhole  ship  Avas 
exposed  on  that  side,  Avithout  the  possibility  of  return.  The  last 
gun  had  been  broken  and  turned  over  into  the  hold. 
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We  have  hail  hravery.  Xow  for  foresij^ht.  He  had  arranuet 
\\  hat  Ave  call  sjirinfrs  to  a  kedfie  anchor,  'svhich  was  thrown  out  here  I 
I  ijulicatin«r].  He  "jave  the  si«rnal  and  the  ship  was  turned  and  the 
«»ther  battery  was  broufrht  to  bear  on  the  Confanec  and  he  nearlv 
blew  her  out  of  the  water.  Downie  was  killed  and  they  hauled  down 
the  flao:.  The  Linnet  and  the  other  ships  dropped  their  flairs  and  the 
liattle  was  over.  Prevost  saw  what  had  happened  there  and  he 
.sui'rendered. 

That  man  was  a  hi'ro.  one  (d"  the  ^r(a!i'st  sea  captains  of  his  time, 
and.  as  Col.  l\oo.sevelt.  Capt.  Mahan,  and  Mr.  McMasler  all  say.  the 
greatest  figure  in  our  naval  history  until  our  Civil  War. 

Now,  I  would  like  to  know  if  that  is  not  something  that  should  be 
lodged  in  the  minds,  in  the  affection,  and  in  the  memory  of  the  Amer- 
ican people?  AVe  have  asked  our  legislature  for  $1-25.000.  I  have 
lit'i-e  letters  from  the  governor  of  the  State,  the  sjieaker  of  the  assem- 
bly, the  president  of  the  senate,  and  the  leaders  in  both  houses,  all 
asking  that  this  be  done.  The  National  Government  appi'opriated 
s-j:)0.()(M)  for  the  Perry  victory  celebration.  We  feel  that  the  States 
of  Vermont  and  New  York,  both  of  whom  unite  here  in  presenting 
this  cause,  may  properly  ask  for  the  same  amount.  How  will  we  use 
this?  Well,  in  part  only  for  the  celebration.  We  w^ould  be  glad  to 
have  the  whole  of  Congress  come  over,  and  we  think  it  would  be  none 
too  little  for  the  Congress  of  the  ITnited  States  to  take  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  and.  either  in  a  body  or  by  its  representatives,  come 
to  the  celeV)ration.  T  trust  the  chairman  will  be  one.  because  we 
entertained  him  in  New  York  for  four  years.  I  trust  you  will  all  be 
there,  and  I  hope  the  celebration  will  be  as  much  of  a  success  as  was 
the  tercentenary  of  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie  three  years  ago. 

We  think  that  Avhere  the  head  of  the  Cumberland  Lighthouse  is 
now  there  should  be  a  big  lighthouse,  such  as  will  be  at  Crown  Point, 
where  France  will  erect  the  monument  "La  France."  We  feel  that 
a  mouument  should  be  ])laced  right  at  the  site  of  the  engagement. 
On  the  other  side,  right  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  there  is  a  beautiful 
site  which  is  ai)]u-()i)riate  for  the  purpose,  and  there,  w^e  think,  the 
State  of  New  York  and  the  Fedei-al  Ciovernment  should  unite  in 
building  a  monument  to  the  combined  service,  the  Army  and  the 
Navy,  eiubracing  a  recognition  of  the  efforts,  if  not  the  achievements, 
of  tlie  army  under  Cen.  Macomb,  who  did  all  they  could  for  their 
country.  They  did  their  duty  as  well  as  they  ]')ossibly  could.  They 
had  a  few  thousand  \olunteers  compai'ed  with  the  i-egulars  of  Wel- 
lington's. 

Our  fi-iends  in  Vermont  very  ])i'o])eily  ask  that  there  should  be 
rccfiguition  given  them,  because  Macdonough's  fleet  was  built  on 
Ottei-  Creek  near  Vergennes.  Vergennes  was  a  city  befoi-e  there  was 
any  other  city  in  that  section.  It  was  named  after  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin's friend  Vergennes.  I  remember  the  story  that  was  passed  on 
the  street^.  ()\w  day  a  fellow  said.  '*  Why  is  Vergennes  a  city?'' 
And  the  all-wise  fellow  >aid.  "*  You  know  that  under  the  (^)nstitution 
of  the  Fnited  States  every  State  is  entitled  to  one  (>ity.  and  Vermont 
built  A'ergennes."  Pui'linLdon  is  queen  city  of  Vermont,  but  \qy- 
iTcnnes  is  the  main  ciiy.  It  has  the  advantage  of  being  the  site  of 
fliis  vi<-tory.  and  th.il   i-  their  claim  foi'  recognition. 

'ilic  ( 'ir  \ii!.M.\N.   We  arc  \vv\  much  indebtctl  lo  xon.  Afr.  Stetson. 
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Mr.  Stetson.  I  would  like  to  present  to  you  thi.s  little  i)iiinphlet 
which  eiiiboclies  the  story  of  the  battle  oi'  l*hittsbur<^h  in  concrete 
t'orni. 

Senator  I)ii.i.ix(;iia.m.  I  suppose  those  letters  should  ^n»  in  the 
record  as  a  part  of  your  address. 

Mr.  SrETsoN.  Tiiis  is  the  oflicial  i)ainphk't  ol"  the  centenary  com- 
mission. 

Senator  l)iLniN(;iiA.M.  I  was  referiin<;  to  ihc  leltcrs  from  llie  j^ov  - 
ernor  of  the  State  and  various  otlicials  that  you  mentioned. 

Mr.  Stetson.  Well,  I  think  they  are  all  addressed  to  Senator 
OXiornian  and  not  to  me.  If  he  feels  that  they  should  go  in  the 
record,  I  am  entirely  willing  to  put  them  in. 

(The  })aniphlet  referred  to  is  as  follows:) 

TUK    r.AITI.i:    or    I'l.ATTSHURlin  —  WUY    rrS    CeNTKNMAI,    is    to    HK    ('KI.KIiUATKD. 

Upon  Sumlay,  September  11,  1814,  at  20  ruinutes  past  11  oClock  lii  the  fore- 
noon, tlio  I'nitod  States  of  America  became  established  as  a  world  power. 
Aiuon.i,'  tlio  events  which  t'onipelled  snch  recoj^nition  none  is  more  inii)ortiint 
than  tlio  decisive  naval  victory  won  by  Commodore  Thomas  Macdononyh  cii 
that  fatcfnl  (hiy  on  the  waters  of  beaut ifnl  Champlain,  at  lMattsl)ur}j;li. 

No  other  naval  battle  in  our  history  has  had  a  more  profound  effect  upon  our 
country's  destiny.  The  intiueuce  since  exercised  by  America  in  the  world'v 
pro,t,'ress  in  large  measure  may  be  traced  to  it. 

The  heroism  and  sacrifices  signalized  then  and  also  often  during  our  struggle 
for  independence,  as  well  as  in  later  days,  served  to  show  to  mankind  what 
could  1)6  achieved  by  tlie  individual  insi)ircd  l)y  patriotism  and  struggling  to 
establish  human  rights  as  conceived  by  the  forefathers  of  this  Kepublic. 

Great  as  were  the  victories  won  by  American  heroes  in  previous  naval  ea- 
gagemeuts  they  fell  short  of  the  decisive  importance  which  history  has  awarded 
to  the  final  and  complete  victory  that  settled  forever  the  momentous  contiict 
in  tlie  Western  Hemisphere. 

This  crowning  achievement  of  our  Navy  was  accomplislied  by  Macdonough. 
Thereafter  the  supremacy  of  democracy  and  the  progress  of  its  ideals  and 
jiurposes  in  our  country  were  never  again  contested  by  any  foreign  power. 
'JTieir  influence,  which  has  spread  throughoht  the  world,  has  become  the  leaveu 
of  iirogress  everywhere  in  the  struggle  for  human  rights,  and  nations,  at  that 
time  hostile  to  their  existence,  long  since  have  come  to  recognize  them  as  potent 
factors  in  tlieir  own  national  lives. 

Thus  we  find  warrant  for  the  honor  our  Nation  and  the  State  of  New  York 
are  about  to  pay  to  tlie  memory  of  this  devout  Christian  gentleman — this  naval 
hero  first  distinguished  at  Tripoli,  this  zealous  young  patriot— wlio  on  Septem- 
ber 11.  1.S14,  near  Valcour,  where  the  British  liad  won  the  first  naval  battle 
between  fleets  of  English-speaking  nations,  led  an  American  fleet  to  victory  in 
the  last  naval  battle  between  English-speaking  nations. 

K<H-iilling  the  well-night  insurmountable  obstacles  overcome  by  him  in  build- 
ing and  eipiipping  his  fleet,  and  his  model  report  to  his  Government,  we  are 
impressed  with  his  modesty  and  with  the  humility  and  reverence  of  his  mind 
and  also  witli  the  traits  possessed  by  him  in  common  with  so  many  other  great 
American  patriots  from  Washington  to  Lincoln,  an  abiding  trust  in  Almighty 
(Jod.  courage,  resourcefulness,  determination,  generosity,  and  magnanimity 
of  si)irit. 

At  the  close  of  the  battle  his  message  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was: 

"  Sir  :  The  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  us  a  signal  victory  on  Lake 
Champlain  in  the  capture  of  one  frigate,  one  brig,  and  two  sloops  of  war  of 
the  enemy." 

No  boosting  of  what  he  or  they  had  accomiilished.  although  the  building, 
equipping,  and  manning  of  an  efficient  fleet  within  eight  montlis  in  a  wilder- 
ness, w'as  little  short  of  a  miracle. 

Lake  Erie  showed  the  advantage  of  liaving  the  odds  on  our  side:  Lake  Cham- 
plain, th.it  skill,  calm  calculation,  and  jireparedness  can  offset  odds  on  the 
other  side. 

Perry's  brilliant  victory,  September  10,  1S1.3,  snatched  as  if  by  magic  from 
the  jaws  of  defeat,  was  an  achievement  of  high  order  which  well  merited  its 
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iJiitriotic  colebratiun  by  State  and  Nation  during  the  past  year,  and  the  splen- 
did iiernianeiit   nieniorial  now  being  t-rected.     Yet,   important  as  it   was.   that 
victory  did  um  end  tlu'  w.ir.  but  was  followed  by  some  of  our  most  humiliat-    j 
ing  re\er.ses. 

Kneonragcil  i»y  her  suhsiMiuent  victories  at  ditlerent  jtlaces.  (Jreat  r.rilaiu 
phiinied  an  invasion  from  Canada,  confident  that  its  success  would  end  the 
war  in  ht'r  favor  and  jNissibly  would  reestablish  British  rule  in  the  United 
States. 

In  pursuance  of  tliis  jilan  the  Hritish  Army,  outnuniln'ring  ours  four  to  one, 
marched  ui-on  I'lattsburgh,  and  a  su|>erior  British  fleet,  cooperating  with  the 
land  forces,  came  up  the  hike  from  the  north.  These  in  comltination  were  to 
crush  out  all  oiipositiou  by  destroying  the  American  fleet  <ai  Lake  Chaniplain 
and  by  capturing  or  scattering  our  land  forces  in  the  Champlain  V:illey. 
Thi'reuiKMi  tlie  l'>ritisii  Army  was  to  proceed  ui)  the  Champlain  and  down  the 
Hudson  to  N\'w  York  City,  which  it  was  phmned  to  capture  in  cooperation  with 
another  strong  British  tleet. 

Macdonougifs  victory  in  Cumberland  Bay,  resulting  in  the  destruction  or 
capture  of  the  entire  liritish  fleet,  not  only  [trevented  the  projected  advance  of 
the  enemy,  but  caused  the  British  Ai'iny  to  n'turu  to  Caiiad.-i  to  escape  like 
disaster. 

The  event  was  de<-isive,  and  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  three  months 
thereafter,  on  Christm.is  eve,  1S14. 

The  same  patriotic  feeling  that  actuated  tlie  Nation  in  celebrating  and  com- 
memorating the  vii-lory  of  Perry  at  Put  in  Bay  imi)els  it  in  tMjually  imi)ressive 
manner  to  celel)rate  and  by  a  fliting  memorial  to  perpetuate  the  victory  of 
Macdoiiough  at  Plattsburgh. 

Hue  recognition  and  honor  for  events  and  men  great  in  our  Nation's  history 
attest  and  measure  the  greatness  of  the  present.  They  supply  inspiration  and 
incentive  for  still  nobler  achievements. 

No  fitting  ex]iendlture  can  be  deemed  amiss  which  tends  to  stimulate  patriot- 
ism and  deep  appreciation  of  worthy  deeds  which  made  possible  the  Nation's 
existence  and  gave  nobility  to  its  national  life. 

The  Plattsburgh  Centenary  Commission  has  been  appointed  by  the  State  of 
New  York  to  "  plan  and  conduct  in  the  month  of  Sejitember.  1!)]4.  an  appro- 
priate public  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  the  Battle  of  Plattsburgh."  The 
battle  was  fought  on  September  n,  1814.  and  the  centennial  celei)ration  will 
be  held  September  G  to  11.  1014. 

THE     BATTLE. 

The  P>attle  of  Plattsburgh  was  fought  both  on  the  land  ;ind  on  the  lake. 

Prevost  h;id  a  crack  army  of  14.0()0  veterans,  while  M.icomb  had  compara- 
tively a  mere  h.-indful  of  men.  It  was  the  purpo.se  of  Prevost  to  aid  Downii*  liy 
a  land  attack  sinniltaneous  with  that  on  the  water. 

The  British  fleet,  which  was  superior  to  the  American  squadron,  consisted  of 
10  vessels,  carried  95  guns  and  had  about  1.000  men.  The  American  flotilla 
consisted  of  14  vessels  of  all  classes,  carrying  Sfj  guns,  with  S,S2  men.  Fire 
Av:is  opened  by  the  Americans.  It  was  returned  by  the  British  Coufiancc,  but 
not  until  after  she  had  come  to  anchor  about  .'{(lO  yards  from  the  American  line. 
Iler  first  broadside  killed  or  wounded  40  men,  one-fifth  of  the  force  of  the 
Siinitf/jfti.  The  engagement  then  became  general.  In  an  hour  the  whole  star- 
boanl  liattery  of  the  Sonitaf/d  was  disabled.  However,  owing  to  the  masterly 
prevision  of  .Macdonough.  she  was  enabled  to  swing  around  and  to  bring  her 
liorf  guns  to  l»ear  upon  the  ('onfiaiicc.  This  vessel  al.so  suffered  severely.  She 
lost  her  conmiander,  Downie,  and  struck  her  flag  after  two  and  a  half  hours' 
li;.'liting.    The  remainder  of  the  British  force  were  either  taken  or  put  to  flight. 

The  P.riti.sh  loss  was  about  200,  inchiding  prisoners;  the  American,  killed  .uid 
w<.unde<l.  112.  The  British  lost  all  but  20  of  the  05  guns  they  brought  into 
;i<-tion.     Macdonough   was  twice  knocked  senseless. 

KHIi;.    (  II.VMIM  AIN.    Tl{.\I'.\I,(iAR. 

"  But  it  will  always  l)e  a  .source  of  suriirisi'  that  the  American  i)ul)!ic  should 
liave  so  glorified  Perry's  victory  over  an  inferior  foe  and  h.ave  j)aid  compara- 
tively little  attention  to  Macdonough's  victory  .-igainst  decided  odds  in  ships, 
men,  and  metal.  *  •  ♦  L.dve  Krie  leaciies  us  tlie  advantage  of  having  the 
odds  on  our  side;    Lake  Champlain.  that,  even  if  they  are  not.  skill  can  still 
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coiintei'Mcr  them."  (  Kikpscm'H  in  liis  ••.\'.i\ii|  Win-  uf  IML',"  desci'iltiii^  tliu 
"  Hattlo  of  Lake  Krk-.") 

('oiuparisoii  with  the  liallle  of  Trafal^Mi-  is  similarly  interesting. 

Lord  Nelson's  victory  ended  Napoleon's  selieme  for  an  invasion  of  lOn^tland; 
Macdonouj^lTs  victory  ended  the  Hritisli  solieme  to  re^^ain  lier  iost  colonies  hy  an 
invasion  of  New  York  and  (lie  cutlin^'  off  of  New  IOnf,'land  from  tlie  rest  of  tlie 
States.  Nelson  and  Macdonon^di  eacli  fonj;lit  a  su|ierior  foe  ami  each  defeated 
his  adversary  witli  nnsnrii.issed  valor  and  coiiraj;e. 

Midshipman  Lee.  in  a  leller  to  his  hrolhei-,  aflei-  tlie  I'.attle  of  I'lattsbnrgh, 
said:  "There  is  one  of  onr  marines  who  was  in  tlu;  Trafalfiar  en;,'a^'enient  witli 
Lord  Nelson  who  says  il  was  a  mere  tle.i  bile  in  comiiarison  with  jl."' 

OBJECT    Of    INVASION. 

"From  information  received  and  coiroborated  l)y  tlie  movements  of  the 
enemy,  lliere  is  siitlicicMit  in-oiinds  of  Ix'lief  that  one  >;;reat  object  of  his  cam|iai,irii 
was  to  penetrate,  with  his  iiorlliern  army.  Ity  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  .-iiid 
the  Ilndson.  and.  by  siimiltaneons  attack  with  his  marilime  force  on  New  Yolk, 
to  form  a  junction  which  shcmld  si>ver  tlie  commnnication  of  the  States."  ((Jov. 
Tomi)kiiis  in  his  addioss  to  tlie  New  York  legislature  Sejit.  27,  1814.) 

In  bis  general  orders  on  September  34.  after  allnding  to  the  desij^ns  of  I're- 
vost  (the  British  comm.-nider)  Gen.  Macomb  said:  '"Me  brous'it  with  him  a 
powerfnl  army  and  tlotilla — an  army  amountini:  to  14.<)0<)  men.  completely 
eqnipped  and  accompanied  by  a  immerons  (rain  of  artillery,  .and  all  tlie  eiif^ines 
of  war — men  who  had  conquered  in  France.  Spain.  I'ortufral.  tiie  Indies,  and  in 
various  other  parts  of  the  ,i,'lobe.  .-md  led  by  the  most  experienced  generals  of 
the  British  army.  A  llotilla.  also  superior  to  ours,  in  vessels,  men,  and  guns, 
had  determined  at  once  to  crush  us  both  by  land  and  water." 

"  It  was  evident,  notwithstanding  that  the  release  thereby  of  a  large  British 
army  from  service  on  the  Continent  would  enable  the  common  enemy  to  send  an 
overwhelming  force  across  the  Atlantic  that  might  crush  the  American  armies 
and  possibly  reduce  the  States  to  British  provinces;  their  hopes  and  the  limit 
of  their  wishes  doubtless  were  that  the  changed  aspect  of  foreign  affairs  and  the 
consciousness  of  the  great  i>eril  that  might  reasonably  be  apprehended  would 
cause  the  administration  to  seek  pe:ice  on  any  terms.  They  were  mistaken,  as 
the  se(iuel  will  show."  (  Lossii\g's  descri])tion  of  the  Federal  party's  actions  in 
his  introduction  to  the  invasion  of  the  northern  frontier  by  the  British  in  the 
War  of  1S12— "  Field  Book  of  the  ^Var  of  ISI'2."  u.  S55.) 

THE    cattle's     IMI'OKIANCE. 

"This  lake,  which  had  hitherto  played  but  an  inc(nisi)icuous  part,  was  now 
ti>  become  the  scene  of  the  greatest  naval  baitle  of  the  war."  (Roosevelt  in 
his  '•  Naval  \Var  of  1S12."| 

"The  gallant  Macdonougli.  with  .-i  much  smaller  force  in  men  and  guns  tli.in 
his  antagonist,  had  by  his  skillful  dispositions  and  brave  defense,  won  an  ini- 
poi-tant  victory  and  completely  disconcerted  a  deep-laid  scheme  of  invasion." 
(Charles  Morris  in  the  "(Jre.t  Kepublic."  Vol.  III.  p.  45.) 

"To  view  it  in  abstiact.  it  is  not  surpassed  by  any  naval  victory  on  record. 
To  appreciate  its  result,  it  is  iierhaps  one  of  the  most  imiiortant  events  in  the 
history  of  our  country."  (Secretary  of  Navy  Jones  to  Hon.  Cli.-irles  Tate, 
ohaiiman  of  the  Naval  ("ommittee  of  the  Senate.  Oct.  3.  lsl4.  i 

■•  '  Tis  not  alone  the  brilliancy  of  your  victcny  in  a  naval  view,  but  its  im- 
portance and  beneficial  results  that  will  tix  the  attention  and  command  the 
gratitude  of  your  admiring  country."  (Secretary  of  Navy  Jones  to  Comman- 
der  :\!:icdonough.   Sept.   lit.   1S14.  I 

"The  country  geneially  i)laced  this  victory  by  the  side  of  that  of  Lake  Erie. 
In  the  Navy,  which  is  better  (pialitied  to  enter  into  just  estimates  of  force  and 
all  the  ether  circr.mstances  that  enhance  the  merits  of  nautical  exploits,  the 
Battle  of  Platt.<burgli  Bay  is  justly  ranked  iiiiiong  the  very  highest  of  its 
claims  to  gloiy."      (Cooper  in  his  "History  (.if  the  \Var  of  1S12.") 

"  INlacdonough  in  (his  battle  won  a  higher  fame  than  any  other  commander 
of  the  war.  P.ritish  or  .Nmerican.  He  had  a  decidedly  suiierior  force  to  contend 
against,  tlie  ottit crs  and  men  of  the  two  sides  being  about  on  a  luir  in  excry 
respect:  and  it  was  solely  owing  to  his  foresight  and  resource  tint  he  won  the 
victorv."      (  Koosevelt   in  "Naval  War  of  lsl2."t 
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■■  With  the  leimlse  of  the  British  at  IMattsbur^h  ended  the  most  iuipovtaut 
uiilitary  oiierati<Mis  on  the  northern  frontier  of  New  York.  Peace  oauie  a  few 
months  later."     i  Lossiiifr  in  Harper's  Weeklj',  1S04.) 

THE   VICTORY  DECISIVE. 

"The  Battle  of  Lake  Chamiilain.  more  nearly  than  any  other  incident  tif  the 
War  iif  ]sli.'.  merits  the  word  'decisive' — decisive  not  merely  in  relation  to 
Imnniliate  military  results,  hut  in  relation  to  iioiitical  (|Uestions  involved  in  the 
l)endin;r  nepitiations  for  jieaee."  (Capt.  A.  T.  .Mahan.  {'.  S.  N..  in  his  "  8ea 
Power  in  its  Pelations  to  the  War  of  1812.") 

"As  loufT  as  ilhistrions  events  sliall  lie  emlxxlied  in  history,  so  loiij;  will  the 
\  ictory  on  Lake  riiamiilain.  ohtaineil  under  your  auspices,  command  the  resjiect 
of  maidcind."  (Mayor  DeWitt  ("lintou,  of  New  York,  to  Conuuodore  Macdon- 
oUf.'h  at  a  dinner  .iriven  in  the  hitter's  hontir  some  weeks  after  the  liattle.) 

"  The  splendid  triumiih  obtained  hy  the  squadron  under  your  command  over 
a  superior  British  force  has  secured  to  you  an  imperishable  name  in  the  annals 
of  the  ajre.  *  *  *  ^\t  no  period  of  the  late  eventful  contest  were  con.se- 
t|uences  so  important  dependent  upon  the  fate  of  battles.  A  numerous  and 
well-appointed  army  of  the  enemy,  composed  of  veteran  troops,  led  by  expe- 
rienced fienerals.  and  flushed  with  request  conquests,  penetrated  our  northern 
frontier,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  formidable  naval  armament  threatened  to  ,id- 
vance  intr>  the  bosom  of  om*  State.  The  storm  of  war  was  collected  in  one 
cloud  and  its  course  directed  to  one  point.  In  that  awful  moment  of  suspense 
every  hope  was  fixed  upon  your  efforts  to  avert  its  fury,  and  the  most  saiijruine 
expectations  of  your  country  were  more  tlian  realized,  liy  a  masterly  jiosition 
you  compelled  tlie  hostile  fleet  to  approacli  .vour  moorini^s  to  certain  disadvan- 
tat;e.  By  the  precision  of  your  fire,  the  jiromptness  of  your  maneuvers,  the 
discijiline  and  spirit  you  bad  infused  info  your  crews,  and  by  your  undaunteil 
and  deliberate  valor,  you  jrained  a  victory  as  signal,  as  decisive,  and  as  im- 
portant asany  inscribed  upon  the  naval  pillar  of  your  country.  Y'oucai)tured  and 
destroyed  almost  the  whole  of  the  adverse  s(piadron — you  conqtelled  (he  invad- 
injr  army  to  retreat — you  saved  our  territory  from  rapine,  our  border  dwellings 
from  pillage  and  destruction — their  inhabitants  from  banishment.  cai)fivify, 
or  death."  <  Assemfilyman  William  A.  Deur  in  an  acUlress  to  Conuuodore  Mac- 
donough  at  Hartford.  Conn..  Feb.  13,  ISIT,  on  the  occasion  of  tlie  presentation 
of  a  sword  voted  to  him  by  the  State  of  New  Y'ork.) 

"  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  presented  to  Capt. 
Tliomas  >Lacdonough,  and  through  him  to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen, 
marines,  and  infantry  serving  as  marines  attached  to  tlie  squadron  under  his 
command  for  the  decisive  and  splendid  victory  gained  on  Lake  Champlain  on 
the  lllh  of  September,  1S14.  over  a  Britisli  s(]uadrou  of  suiierior  force."  (Por- 
tion of  resolution  exjiressive  of  tlie  appreciation  of  Ccnigress  of  tlie  gallant  con- 
duct of  ('apt.  Macdoiiougli  and  liis  men.  in  awarding  them  gold  and  silver  medals 
after  the  victory  on  Lake  Champlain.) 

"The  fight  in  Platt.><burgh  Bay  was  undoubtedly  the  greatest  n.aval  battle  of 
the  war,  and  the  victory  stamped  Macdonougli  as  the  ablest  sea  captain  our 
country  produced  down  to  the  Kebellion,"  (From  "History  of  the  People  of 
tlie  T'liited  Stafe.s,"  by  John  Bach  McMaster.  Vol.  IV.,  p.  G8.) 

.\    CP:LRnKATION    rOK    AI.I„ 

Tile  decisive  result  of  this  liallle  naturally  anil  justly  occasioned  si)ecial  re- 
joicing in  the  valley  of  Lake  Cliamplain  and  in  the  Hudson  Valley,  thus  relieved 
from  war  and  from  its  horrid  alarms.  Naturally  and  justly,  also,  this  result 
was  of  momentous  consei|uence  to  the  whole  country,  p.arficularly  th«>  Middle 
West,  for  it  (piiefed  forever  the  pending  proposal  to  carve  a  neutr.al  State  out 
of  territory  now  incliuling  the  State  of  Indiana. 

In  a  larger  and  continuing  significance  the  result  also  is  justly  an  occasion  for 
in-esent  general  sat isf;iction  on  both  sides.  In  the  i»ast  year  the  (Gettysburg 
semicentennial  lias  brouglit  to  many  on  eitlK'r  side  the  vain  regret  that  the  de- 
cisive character  of  that  titanic  contest  could  not  have  been  recogniz*Hl  without 
'clay  and  further  iis«'less  loss  of  life  and  blood.  As  iirolongalioii  of  the  unh.ipliy 
W  1-  of  ispj  would  have  bi<(Ught  neither  joy  iku"  glory,  all  may  now  rejoice  that 
III*'  liattle  of  Plaltsiiurgli  was  of  final  importance,  and  that  it  was  then  so  re- 
garded by   the  peace  commissioners. 
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The  magnaiiiniity  of  M;iecloiK>u>;li  toward  the  inoniory  ot  tlio  piHant  Dowiiie 
and  his  fallen  coimados  has  pivenu-d  the  iaH)i»le  of  IMattslxiiKh  who  have  hon- 
ored and  kept  green  their  graves,  annually  inelnding  llieni  within  the  trihutes 
of  Decoration  Day. 

Without,  tlien.  disparaging  tlie  valor  of  tlie  forefathers  who  here  '  jeoparded 
their  lives  in  the  hreaeli,"  evi'ryone.  everywhere,  may  rejoiee  over  the  IJattle 
of  IMattsliurgli  and  lis  final  contribution  to  a  century,  and  it  may  be  hoped  to  a 
milleniinn,  of  international   peace. 

I'LATTSBURlill    CKNTKXARY    COMMISSION. 

Francis  Lynde  Stetson,  cliairman.   !.">  P.road   Street.  New  York  City. 
Tliomas  F.  Conway,  vice  cliairman.  82  Nassau  Street,  New  York  City. 
James  A.   Foley,  chairman  e.\ecutivo  connnlttee.  201    P.roadway,   New   York 
City. 

Loren  II.  Wliite,  treasunn-,  Delanson.  N.  Y. 

Charles  J.  Vert,  secretary.  Plattsburgh.  N.  Y. 

Salvatore  A.  Cotillo.  278  I'leasant  Avenue.  Ne\v  York  City. 

John  Dorst,  jr.,  Akron,  Erie  County.  N.  Y. 

James  A.  Emerson,  Warrensburg.  N.  Y. 

Joseph  H.  Esquirol.  2,")  Crooke  Avenue.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Irving  I.  Goldsmith,  Saratoga  Si»rings.  N.  Y. 

John  F.  Ilealy.  New  Kochelle.  N.  Y. 

Henry  Harmon  Noble.  Essex.  Essex  County,  N.  Y. 

Alexander  W.  Fairbank.  M.  1).,  Chazy,  N.  Y. 

Franklin  D.  Roosevelt.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Henry  M.  Sage.  Menands.  N.  Y. 

Rev.  John  P.  Chidwick.  D.  D..  St.  Joseph's  Seminary,  Yonkers.  N.  Y. 

Henry  W.  Hill.  471  Linwood  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Howard  D.  Hadley,  assistant  secretary,  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 

Senator  Dillinghaim.  Mv.  Chairman,  we  have  a  Vermont  com- 
mittee here  this  morning  the  head  of  which  is  the  Rev.  Father  Vezina, 
of  Vergennes. 

Dr.  Vezina.  I  yiekl  to  Mr.  Stone.  He  will  speak  for  the  Ver- 
monters. 

STATEMENT  OF  MR.  GEORGE  W.  STONE.  PRESIDENT  VERMONT- 
MACDONOUGH  MEMORIAL  COMMISSION,  VERGENNES,  VT. 

Mr.  Stone.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  Ver- 
mont and  New  York  have  been  neighbors  for  a  good  manj'^  years. 
Phere  never  has  been  a  time,  perhaps,  when  the  representation  of 
Vermont  and  New  York  has  felt  more  neighborly  than  this  morn- 
ing in  the  cause  in  which  we  are  both  interested.  Vermont  is  a 
modest  State,  and  perhaps  the  part  we  played  in  the  Battle  of  Platts- 
burgh was  a  somewhat  modest  one.  As  Mr.  Stetson  has  indicated, 
Macdonough's  fleet  was  built  on  Vermont  .soil,  of  Vermont  trees, 
cut  in  Vermont  wilderness,  the  work  of  building  it  Avas  done  largely 
by  Vermont  workmen,  and  in  the  battle  itself  Vermont  volunteers 
-  took  an  important  part.  We  therefore  are  perhaps,  in  propor- 
tion of  the  size  of  the  State  as  compared  with  New  York,  equally 
interested  in  the  outcome  of  this  bill  that  has  been  presented  in  the 
Senate  and  has  come  before  this  connnittee.  The  Heet  was  built 
at  Vergennes  on  the  Otter  Creek,  a  name  that  we  do  not  like  very 
Avell.  because  it  is  the  largest  river  in  Vermont  and  worth}^  of  a 
better  name  than  ''creek.''  But  for  historical  reasons  the  name 
seenih  to  have  remained.  The  ships  were  built  during  the  winter 
and  with  a  great  deal  of  dispatch  and  speed,  and  equipped  with 
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guns  iiiid  ainiminition  that  ^vas  in  large  part  niaiiufactured  at 
Vergennes.  In  the  .spring  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  British  to 
bottle  up  this  fleet  in  the  river  somewhat  in  the  wa^-  that  a  more 
reeent  bottling  act  was  aecomplished,  at  least  with  some  success, 
tiltliough  in  this  181*2  episode  no  success  attended  the  efforts  of  the 
British,  by  reason  of  the  brave  resistance  of  Lieut.  Cassin  at  the 
small  fort  at  what  was  called  Fort  C'assin  at  the  month  of  the  river. 

Briefly,  the  fleet  emerged  into  Lake  Champlain  and  the  ])attle  was 
fought  as  Mr.  Stetson  has  indicated.  As  I  indicated  at  the  outset, 
Vermont  is  modest  but  we  are  enthusiastic.  We  heartily  indorse 
the  position  that  New  York  takes  in  the  matter.  We  feel  that  Lake 
Cham])hiin  is  altogether  too  little  known  among  the  present-day 
citizenship  of  the  United  States.  It  is  astonishing,  I  think,  to  find 
how  many  iHM)i)le  know  so  very  little  about  Lake  Champlain.  Now, 
Lake  Champlain  is  the  largest  lake  that  is  entirely  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  probably  the  most  beautiful  lake  in  the  United  States, 
as  it  is  without  (juestion  the  most  historic  lake  in  the  country.  We 
feel  that  tit  ivcognition  should  be  given  to  Lake  Champlain.  and  foi- 
that  reason,  as  well  as  the  others  that  ha\e  been  mentioned.  Vermont 
stands  by  the  side  and  in  back  of  New  York. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  else,  from 
New  York  or  Vermont. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  THOMAS  F.  CONWAY.  CHAIRMAN  EXECU- 
TIVE  COMMITTEE,   PLATTSBURG   CENTENARY   COMMISSION. 

Mr.  Conway.  Mr.  Chairnum,  I  perhai)S  ought  not  to  intrude  my 
vicAvs  at  this  late  moment,  because  the  historic  event  that  we  all  seek 
to  celel)rate  has  been  so  well  described  and  its  effects  and  results 
on  our  histor}'  have  been  so  forcibly  stated  by  the  gentlemen  who 
preceded  me  that  I  would  not  attempt  to  take  a  moment  of  your  time 
except  for  the  fact  that  what  I  have  to  say  springs  more  from  i)er- 
sonal  motives,  although  I  am  a  member  of  this  commission,  and  is 
largely  prompted  by  the  fact  that  the  Champlain  Valley  was  and  is 
my  home.  I  was  there  brought  uj).  I  believe  there  is  not  a  nook, 
a  corner,  nor  a  portion  of  its  history  with  which  I  am  not  familiar. 
Three  or  four  years  ago  the  early  history  of  that  locality  in  its 
colonial  times  was  celebrated  in  a  most  impressive  manner,  and 
largely  celebrated  at  the  expense  of  our  State,  the  State  of  New  York. 
As  the  Chairman  well  knows,  in  colonial  times  the  Champlain  Valley 
was  the  contending  point  of  difl'ering  civilizations,  and  the  English 
form  ultimately  prevailed.     Later  it  became  the  home  of  democracy. 

Recognizing  those  facts,  the  State  of  New  York  appropriated  some 
years  ago  the  sum  f)f  $1:^."').000  to  celebr.itc  the  events  that  took  place 
there  in  colonial  times.  parti<'ularly  on  account  of  their  great  effect 
in  developing  our  cixilization  in  State  and  Nation  later.  The  United 
States  Ciovernment  was  not  then  api)eale(l  to  to  any  great  extent,  but 
the  sum  of  $20,000  was  coiUril)ute(l  to  pay  the  expenses  of  distin- 
guished guests  fi'om  Washington  and  abroad  who  honored  u>  thi-n 
with  their  j^resence,  and  our  si>ter  I\e])ul)lic  of  France  took  su<li  an 
interest  in  the  matter  that  slu'  conlribuleil  that  most  nuignificent 
work  of  art.  La  France. 

Now  we  come  to  the  point  when  soiuething  of  modern  imixntauce, 
something  of  a   more  inunediate  etVecl    upon   our  history,  is  needed. 
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AVe  think.  havinf>-  stood  the  tost  of  an  analysis  of  100  years  of  its 
cll'ec-t  not  only  upon  York  State  but  upon  the  history  of  the  country, 
that  the  event  shouhl  receive  a  fitting  celebration  and  that  there 
should  be  phiced  there  a  memorial  that  for  all  time  will  dii-ect  the 
mind  of  the  youth  of  this  country  (o  an  event  of  tremendous  iin- 
portance  to  the  countiy,  and  to  llie  coui-afie  and  heroism  there  dis- 
played. If  I  thnuo-ht  that  this  celebration  meant  siuiply  a  wither- 
ing of  distinguished  men  and  a  week's  exchange  of  views.  T  should 
not  haye  devoted  one  hour  of  time  to  the  matter:  neither  do  T 
l)elieye  the  distinguished  chairman  of  the  connnission  wouhl  have 
done  so.  But  believing  that  it  is  of  great  importance,  and  believing 
that  the  time  luis  come  in  our  history,  after  a  hundred  years,  when 
we  shouhl  analyze  and  place  events  in  positions  of  relative  impor- 
tance to  our  history  and  our  future,  we  find  that  here  was  one  at 
least  that  met  every  test. 

There  is  not  a  historian  of  our  country,  there  is  not  a  man  who 
knows  the  facts,  that  does  not  believe  that  the  results  of  that  engage- 
ment were  among  the  most  important  in  their  effect  upon  our  his- 
tory. As  the  chairman  has  said,  no  one  wants  to  disparage  or  mini- 
mize the  great  victory  of  Perry  at  Put  in  Bay.  The  State  of  New 
York,  least  of  all.  does  not  want  to  minimize  it.  But  yet  we  can 
not  forget  the  fact  that  historians  have  commented  upon,  that  there 
the  advantage  in  men.  in  arms,  and  in  ships  was  all  on  our  side. 
In  Champlain  they  were  all  against  us.  That  shows  wdiat  yalor  and 
determination  can  accomplish  even  under  adverse  circumstances. 

In  connection  with  the  victory  of  IMacdonough  there  is  a  patriotic 
feeling  that  wells  up  in  the  hearts  of  everyone  who  thinks  of  it. 
Away  back  in  the  early  days  the  first  naval  battle  among  P^nglisli- 
speaking  peoples  took  place  within  3  miles  of  where  Macdonough's 
yictory  took  place.  We  were  then  defeated,  but  later  on  we  reyersed 
the  situation.  As  I  said  before.  New  York  State  does  not  assume  to 
minimize  the  Perry  victory.  Our  State  contributed  to  the  celebration 
of  that  event  in  a  'fitting  manner  the  sum  of  $150,000  by  act  of  legis- 
lature. That  Avas  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  the 
anniversary  of  an  event  which  did  not  take  place  within  the  borders 
of  our  State,  but  Avithin  the  waters  adjoining  them. 

Recognizing  the  importance  of  such  a  celebration  and  recognizing 
the  importance  of  placing  memorials  of  gi-eat  historical  events 
Avhere  they  Avill  be  expressive  of  our  national  appreciation.  Ave 
think  Ave  should  participate  in  this  celebration  and  make  it  a  national 
celebration.  The  State  of  Ncav  York  Avill  generously  aid  in  this 
celebration,  and  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  my  section  of 
the  State  Avas  as  ricli  in  Avealth  or  material  things  as  it  always  has 
been  in  patriotic  impulses  and  readiness  to  give,  whether  it  be  their 
blood  or  treasure,  for  public  purposes,  we  Avould  not  be  here,  at  least 
Avould  not  be  here  seeking  aid  from  the  National  Government.  We 
are  largely  an  agricultural  community.  There  are  no  large  cities 
from  Avliich  Ave  can  draAv  aid  and  assistance  as  Ave  co\dd  in  the  Perry 
celebration,  surrounded  as  it  Avas  by  its  wealth  of  resources.  We 
are  a  farming  population  largely,  and  so  is  our  sister  State  Vermont, 
to  a  large  extent,  and  most  of  Avhat  Ave  leave  up  there  Avhen  aa'c  pass 
aAvay  is  a  reputation.  The  father  leaves  perhaps  enough  iov  his 
family  to  live  on,  perhaps  it  is  not  very  large.  You  Avill  find  there 
in  our  system  of  graded  schools,  our  normal  schools,  our  churches, 
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iind  in  our  iliaiiuililf  iii^iittilidiis  tlio  oxidi'iicos  of  wlici'o  (Uir  sin-plus 
\vi';iltli  has  been  invested,  and  you  will  lin<l  that  intelli<ience  and 
j>atri()tisni  have  resulted  from  that  metluKJ  of  expendilure.  We 
ha\e  not  enoufrh  left  to  proi)erly  memorialize  this  <;reat  event. 
There  is  not  an  institution  in  whieh  our  cix  ilization  to-day  finds  its 
best  inspiration  that  does  not  flourish  theie. 

Xow,  we  appeal  to  Conofress  because  we  are  \)()ov  in  that  sense. 
We  have  a  irreat  Catholic  summer  school  located  within  a  mile  of 
lliis  ]>laci'.  ^^"e  have  across  the  lake  in  the  city  of  Burliiiiitcin  the 
l'ni\c'r>ity  of  \'ermont.  one  of  the  liest  institutions  of  Icai  iiinir  in  this 
country,  so  that  wiihin  a  brief  circle  of  this  spot  more  younir  minds 
are  beinf;  formed  and  more  characters  ai'e  bein<r  formed  than  in  any 
t)ther  similar  circle  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  a  very  striking  and  singular  thing — of  course,  this  does  not 
relate  to  the  centenary  commission — that  when  I  go  to  New  York. 
Washington,  or  elsewhere,  this  battle  and  all  it  meant,  the  sentiment 
attat'hed  to  it.  and  its  lessons,  which  arc  interwoven  with  the  very 
lives  of  the  young  men  and  young  wonn'ii  (  f  that  valley,  outside  are 
])ractically  unknown.  It  is  to  correct  that,  among  other  things,  and 
to  place  there  for  all  time  to  come  a  monument  that  will  not  only 
peri)etuate  the  past  but  will  point  out  the  way  in  the  future  that  we 
appeal  to  Congress  to  extend  to  us  a  helping  hand  to  enable  us  to 
carr\  out  that  object.  It  is  pretty  hard  to  ex})lain  when  you  en- 
deavor to  tell  the  youth  of  our  country  up  there  of  the  lessons  to  be 
learned  from  those  times,  when  they  say,  "Why  is  it  that  it  has  not 
been  commemorated?  Why  is  it  that  it  has  been  neglected?"  Of 
course,  our  answer  would  be.  *'  We  lack  the  wealth  to  sui)pl3'  what 
ought  to  be  supplied  to  erect  a  fitting  and  proper  memorial." 

And.  ^Ir.  Chairman,  that  is  why  we  are  here.  I  regret  I  had  to 
take  so  nmch  of  your  time,  but  I  wanted  to  give  you  a  little  hical 
color  and  some  of  the  motives  that  promj)ted  me  to  come  here  and 
address  you  on  this  subject.  AVe  also  realize  the  fact  that  to  \'er- 
mont,  too,  is  due  credit  for  "what  took  place  at  that  time,  and  she 
should  receive  credit  with  us  in  whatever  assistance  Congress  may 
give  us. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  FRANK  L.  GREENE,  A  REPRESENTATIVE 
IN  CONGRESS  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

]\Ir.  (iHKKNK.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  do  not  ajjpear  here  as  a  member  of 
the  A^'rmont  connnission.  but  as  one  who  is  very  happily  connected 
with  it.  because  its  interests  are  mine,  too.  I  dare  say  that  having 
had  such  a  si)lendid  exposition  of  the  historical  importance  and  the 
sentimental  associations  which  conimcud  (hi-  entci-prise  to  Congress, 
it  may  be  pro|)er  to  j)erhaps  suggest  one  otiicr  phase  of  it  that,  while 
it  has  no  sti'ong  weight  as  an  ai'gumentati\  e  |)ro|)(;sition.  nevertheless 
it  is  to  my  mind  very  ch)sely  associated  with  this  \cry  ix'culiar  his- 
torical e\('nt  which  we  seek  to  celebrate.  I  think,  although  I  have 
never  seen  the  idea  brought  out  upon  some  substantial  authority,  you 
are  going  to  agree  with  me,  after  listening  to  the  elocpient  detail  of 
the  battle  by  Mr.  Stetson,  that  it  was  perhaps  the  most  unicpie  battle 
in  some  resj)ects  in  the  history  of  the  count i\v.  i)ecause.  in  tiie  first 
jtlace.  it  was  a  combination  of  land  and  naval  forces,  on  the  one  iiand. 
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which  is  an  iiiuisiial  coiiihiiial  ion  to  h^ht  a  hatdc  anywhere.  In  the 
second  pUice.  it  is  nni(|iie  because  it  was  the  opposition  of  an  nnor- 
iianized  and  untrained  democfacy  against  the  trained  troops,  seamen 
and  hmdsnien,  of  Europe,  and  the  untrained  men  won  tlie  victory. 
That  was  what  we  may  call  in  onr  ott'hand  way  a  neighhorliood  hat  tie 
between  the  i)eople  of  ^'ermont  and  New  York  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  lirilish  i-eiiidarson  the  otiier,  Onr  fath.ers  and  grand  fathers  went 
into  that  battle,  leaving  aside  the  ax,  scythe,  and  [)l()w,  and  went  over 
to  fight  a  neighborhood  light,  and  after  the  light  was  over  the}'  came 
l)ack  to  the  farms  and  again  took  up  the  ax.  the  scythe,  and  the  plow. 
That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  it  has  never  received  the  distinction 
in  history  that  it  would  have  had  if  it  had  been  a  meeting  of  tlistin- 
giiished  organized  forces  on  both  sides.  It  was  simply  treated  by 
onr  peo])le  as  an  obedience  of  the  first  law  of  nature,  and  they  left 
the  peaceful  occupations  that  they  were  hojjing  to  continue  and  went 
off  to  tight,  and  then  came  right  back  again  and  nevei-  celebi'aled  their 
own  victory  and  their  own  ghu-y. 

From  time  immemorial — at  least  as  far  asweregardit  in  this  coun- 
try—that grand  old  Lake  C'hamplain,  true  to  its  name,  had  been  the 
gateway  to  this  country,  and  those  men  of  1814  were  sim])ly  doing 
what  their  ancestors  had  been  doing  every  now  and  then  during  the 
blood}'^  days  in  the  history  of  the  wilderness  from  the  time  when  the 
white  man  first  taught  the  Iroquois  the  sound  of  gunpowder,  and  the 
sound  of  giin])owder  has  been  echoing  down  through  all  the  years 
since  then  in  the  history  of  that  section  of  the  coinitry.  I  want  to 
suggest  that  in  so  far  as  the  State  of  Vermont  is  concerned  in  this 
matter,  she  recognizes  with  great  respect  and  great  pride  that  the 
f  celebration  is  destined  to  be  in  every  respect  a  New  York  State 
affair,  so  far  as  its  broad  outlines  are  concerned.  We  only  sug- 
gest that  in  as  much  as  Ave  furnished  the  shipyard,  and  our  men 
built  the  ships,  manned  the  vessels,  and  joined  with  the  land 
forces  in  great  numbers,  that  we  are  not  immodest  in  asking  Con- 
gress to  officially  recognize  the  fact  that  our  little  Green  Motmtain 
State  had  a  finger  in  it  too.  And  that  being  conceded,  of  course,  it 
must  follow  that  in  order  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  our  part  of  this 
celebration,  which  we  design  to  have  on  the  site  of  that  old  shipyard 
and  that  old  arsenal  where  the  powder  was  manufactured  and  the 
shot  was  cast,  we  should  have  from  Congress  a  modest  sum  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Chair^nfax.  What  amount  has  the  State  of  Vermont  ai)pro- 
priated  ? 

Mr.  Greene.  I  may  say  by  Avay  of  explanation  that  the  State  of 
Vermont  did  not  originally  consider  this  as  a  national  celebration. 
At  first  we  intended  merely  to  have  a  little  celebration  in  the  city  of 
Vergennes,  to  erect  a  tal)let  memorial,  and  the  legislature  appropri- 
ated $4,000  for  that  purpose.  After  our  legislature  was  thrt)Ugh  and 
had  gone  away,  the  idea  occurred  to  us  that  with  the  aid  of  our  great 
neighbor  we  might  have  a  national  celebration,  wherefore  our  peo- 
ple regretted  that  they  had  only  planned  a  little  celebration.  Learn- 
ing, too,  that  our  friends  were  disposed  to  give  us  a  share  in  the 
program,  we  now  feel  that  we  may  supplement  what  we  have  already 
raised.  The  city  of  Vergennes  has  contributed  $1,000  to  add  to  the 
State's  $4,000,  and  we  are  asking  Congress  now  to  allow  us  to  partici- 
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pate  with  Now  York,  perhaps  by  an  ameiuhiieiit  to  this  bill  to  give 
us  ^l.-t.OOO.  The  New  York  roiuinission  is  quite  willing  that  we 
shouki  ha\e  that  allotment  (tf  the  sum. 

The  CiiAimiAN.   ^^'('  are  very  much  obliged  to  you.  sir. 

STATEMENT  OF  REV.  JOHN  P.  CHIDWICK.  D.  D.,  YONKEES,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  ("iin)\vi(K.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  phase  of  the  matter  that 
has  not  been  brought  up  as  yet.  I  think  we  all  reeognize  at  the  pres- 
ent time  that  (here  is  a  general  disposition  to  do  away  with  the 
memories  of  war  and,  so  far  as  it  is  possible,  to  do  away  with  war 
Itself,  and  it  is  possible  that  just  such  a  sentiment  will  interfere  with 
a  celebration  of  this  character. 

AMiiJc,  of  courM'.  it  may  be  until  ling  for  mc,  as  a  clergyman,  to 
advocate  anything  in  any  way  outside  of  that  spirit,  which  seems  to 
be  so  widely  prevalent,  still,  I  believe  that  when  Ood  gives  us  a 
coinitry  to  i)r<itect  we  are  unworthy  of  that  country  if  we  do  not 
protect  it,  and  the  battle  which  we  wish  to  memorialize  Avas  a  decisive 
battle  in  a  war  for  the  protection  of  our  country'  and  to  make  it  a 
free  and  indej^endent  coimtry,  such  as  all  the  nations  of  the  world 
came  to  recognize  it  after  the  War  of  1812.  I  think,  down  to  the  AVar 
of  1812,  England  looked  upon  us  as  a  wayward  chihl  that  needed  a 
spanking  to  bring  it  home.  It  was  the  'War  of  1812  that  <lecided 
our  position  and  gave  us  our  standing  in  the  world.  The  war  was 
brought  al)()ut  because  we  were  forced  to  defend  our  rights  and  to 
teach  oui'  children  the  lesson  that  while  we  deprecate  war  and  while 
we  are  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  the  times  which 
counsels  the  doing  away  of  the  useless  slaughtering  of  human  life, 
still,  if  God  has  given  us  a  country  to  protect,  we  are  uuAvorthy  of 
that  country  if  we  do  not  protect  it.  The  War  of  1812  was  such  a 
war  for  our  protection. 

X(»w.  there  is  anc'ther  phase  of  the  matter.  I  remember  during  our 
Spanish-American  AVartlie  kindness  that  was  shown  by  our  officers  to 
the  Spanish  ollicers  who  were  taken  prisoners.  AYe  had  thefirst  prisoner 
of  the  war  and  he  was  brought  on  board  our  ship.  AYe  took  him  at 
Matanzas.  lie  sat  at  our  table  and  we  talked  with  him  about  the  war 
and  treated  him  most  courteously.  He  was  very  much  surprised;  he 
did  not  Ivuow  what  had  happened.  He  was  anxious  to  see  his  wife 
and  cliild.  Tie  had  been  on  furlough  to  see  his  family  and  had  not 
heard  of  the  war,  and  we  took  him  on  board  ship  and  held  him  as  a 
prisoner,  nnich  to  his  surprise.  Afterwai'ds  Ave  sent  him  to  Admiral 
Sampson  and  the  admii-al  sent  him  ashore  with  a  flag  of  truce. 

That  Avas  a  beautiful  sight.  It  was  also  a  striking  thing  at  San- 
tiago Avhen  Admiral  ]*hillips  said  to  the  sailors,  ''Don't  cheer,  boys: 
tho.se  poor  fellows  arc  dying."  These  are  all  .sentiments  in  the  history 
of  f)ur  modern  Avars.  But  there  is  not  a  more  beautiful  sentiment — 
teaching  us  to  govern  otu-  j^assicns,  otn-  resentment,  and  our  anger 
;iii<l  lo  look  ui)on  all  those  Avith  Avhom  Ave  are  at  war  with  pity  -than 
the  sentiment  of  Macdonough,  who,  the  previous  day.  had  prayed  to 
(iod  for  \ictory  and  aftci-  the  battle  sent  Avord  to  \\'ashington  that 
"  In  the  pro\  idenci'  of  (iod.  the  victory  has  fallen  to  us  to-day."'  and 
then  the  next  i\.\y  he  gathered  the  <lead  of  tlie  Knglish  aiul  Ameri- 
can Ai-iiiics  ami  laid  ihcni  luLi'etlicr  to  rest  on  the  liilNidc  in  token  of 
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the  peace  that   he   wislied   to  e.\i>t   hetweeii  the  two  uTeal    peoples  of 
the  world. 

To-day  wo  aiv,  of  eoiirse,  wishiiio-  that  all  Kn<r|ish-.speakiii<^  peoples 
should  lie  tinited;  that  is  the  wisli  on  this  side  and  on  the  other  side. 
And  where  can  we  put  a  monument  that  will  si)ea]c  niore  el()(|uently 
that  sentiment  than  on  the  spot  where  Macdonou<>h,  in  his  moment 
of  victory,  <r:»there(l  together  those  whom  he  had  foiifrht  and  placed 
them  side  by  side  with  his  own  men  on  the  hillside^  I  believe  that 
the  i)e()i)le  of  riattsbin\<;.  every  Decoration  Day,  have  gone  out  and 
decorated  those  graves. 

Why  should  this  sentiment  in  any  way  act  against  the  proposed 
celebration?  Why  should  the  sentiment  of  doing  away  with  all 
things  and  memorials  of  war  contradict  this  sentiment:  That  here, 
if  every  volume  of  the  records  of  the  war  tragedies  of  the  world  is 
closed, "is  the  concluding  chapter,  the  last  and  most  glorious  chapter, 
where  people  who  fought,  and  fought  like  tigers,  during  the  moment 
of  conflict,  still  were  so  Christiaidike  and  so  brotherlike  that  after 
the  battle  they  were  gathered  together  and  laid  to  rest  and  honored 
by  both  peoples  year  after  year  on  their  Memorial  Days. 

So,  Mr.  Chairinan,  I  hope  that  this  sentiment  which  might  perhaps 
militate  against  this  movement  might  not  be  permitted  to  do  so.  and 
I  do  sincerely  hope  that  the  movement  will  take  on  that  national 
character,  because  while  we  love  peace  and  deprecate  war  we  must 
insist  upon  our  i)eople  remembering  this:  That  hateful  as  war  may 
be,  there  are  some  circmnstances  when  it  is  perhaps  necessary;  that 
the  robber,  the  thief,  the  invader,  the  unjust  man  must  not  triumph; 
that  justice  nnist  triumph,  right  must  triumph,  God  must  triumph, 
principle  must  triumph,  and  for  us  not  to  protect  and  defend  what 
is  right  and  what  is  God-given  renders  us  unworthy  to  be  called 
Americans  and  Christians. 

And,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  to  perpetuate  that  sentiment  that  we  ask 
for  this  contribution  from  our  National  Treasury  to  aid  us  in  this 
celebration. 

The  Chairman.  I  regret  very  much  that  my  colleagues  on  the 
committee  were  unable  to  be  present  and  hear  the  statements  that 
have  been  made,  but  the  hearing  has  been  taken  down,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  will  read  it. 

(Mr.  W.  E.  Parkhurst,  of  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  numerous  residents  of  the  city  of  Plattsburgh  and  vicinity, 
respectfully  urging  the  making  of  a  suitable  appropriation  for  the 
celebration  and  a  permanent  memorial  to  commemorate  the  victory 
of  ^Nlacdonough  and  Macomb  at  the  Battle  of  Plattsburgh  on  Sep- 
tember 11,  1814. 

Mr.  Howard  D.  Hadley,  of  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y..  appeared  on  be- 
half of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly  of  Plattsburgh,  X.  Y..  and 
presented  the  following  letters:) 

Trades  and  Labor  Assemiu.y. 
PJattsbitrffh.  N.  Y.,  March  9,  191/,. 

Mr.  Howard  D.  Hadley, 

%  Soiato}-  O'Gormnn,  Sciwte  Offivv  BuihUiiy,  Wasltini/ttin.  D.  C. 

Dear  Mk.  Hadeky  :  In  response  to  .v<nir  letter  of  the  Tth  instant,  addressed 

to  Mr.  Edward  Werner,  president  of  onr  Trade  and  LaI)or  Assembly,  we  beg  to 

assnre  yon  that  the  project  of  the  cenlrnary  celebration  here  next  September 

meets  with   the  hearty  approval   of  onr  organization   without  dissent  of  any 
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kiud.  TLe  great  iLui)ort:ince  of  the  event  historically,  and  the  expectation  of 
llie  vast  crowds  uf  reitresentative  pe»)iile  il  will  bring  here,  tend  to  uiaive  it  one 
of  llie  giealest  celebrations  in  the  history  of  this  great  Nation.  As  we  are 
nnable  conveniently  to  send  a  delegate  in  person  to  rei)resent  ns  at  this  meet- 
ing on  Thnrsday  if  you  see  fit  we  wish  to  anthoiize  .\uu  to  speak  for  us  ther.' 
at  sudi  nitH'ting,  with  this  letter  as  authority  for  such  course.  With  sincere 
giMtd  wishes  from  our  whole  organization  tor  tlic  l»est  succt'ss  of  this  ninli-i- 
taking,  we  remain. 


Yours,  trulv. 


EuwAKi)    \V.    Wkk.mck. 
Pniiidcnt  of  ('uiiiiiiith c. 

li.     S.     MOKKII.I., 

Sccrctaij/  of  Vuittinitlc(. 


t'.vDvvii.i.K,  I'l, UNION  CorxTV.  N.  v.,  Marcli  ,'/.  I'.il). 
-Mr.  11.  1).  Hadlev, 

AssistuHt   ISccnlurii   I'lutlsbiiryh    Vvntriiini/   ('(ninnisaioii, 

I'liittsbun/h.  \.    Y. 
Mv  Dkau  Mr.  Hadi.iv  :   Yours  of  the  7th  instant  is  at  hand. 
1  am   sorry  we  did  not    know  of  the  hearing  at   Washington  at   the  time  of 
our  I'omona  meeting  last  Thursday.     We  would  have  liki'd  to  have  sent  a  rep- 
resentative.    But  it  is  inii)ossible  on  such  short  notice 

However.  I  dei)Utize  you  to  represent  the  Tomona  (Jrange.  of  Clinton  County. 
N.  Y.,  at  the  hearing.     I  will  stand  ])ehin(l  you  and  support  you  as  we  are  all 
deeply  interested   in   this  movement  to  bring  about   fitting  recognition   of  the 
llattle  of  I'lattsburgh,  one  of  the  real  decisi\e  battles  of  our  history. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  S.  Whitk. 
Master  Pomona  Crangv.  of  Clinton  Vountij,  A".  )'. 


ri.ATTSinucii.  X.  Y..  MdrrJi  1(1.  191'/. 
IIowAiU)  I).  Hadlicv, 

Jlotd   Willonl,   Wa.<tti.hujtoii,  D.  C: 
The  Women's  Civic  League  wish  to  acknowledge  your  letter  and  say  that  we 
deej)ly  regret  not  being  able  to  send  a  representative  to  the  meeting  Thursday. 
We  wish  you  the  best   success  and  will  do  everything  in  our  ])ower  to  further 
the  interests  of  the  celebration. 

.Maiiii:  1'.   r.oinii. 
PrenUlcnt  I'luttshnifili    Womnr.s  Ciric  l.f(i</uc.  I'hitt.shurf/li.  .\ .  Y. 

LETTERS  TO  SENATOR  ELIHU  ROOT. 

Tlic  ("iiAiit.MAN.  'riie  follow  iiio-  lettei-.-,  adciivs-ed  to  Senator  Elihii 
T{o(;(  will  lie  iiicofpoi  ati'd  in  the  I'eport  of  the  hearings: 

AssKMia.v  CiiAMiiKK.  Statk  ok  Xi:w  Youk. 
Mhdiui.    March    10.    I!) I',. 
Hon.  Ki.ini"  liooT. 

UiiilctI  States  Senate,  \Va.-<]iln(iton.  I>.  ('. 
Dkak  Sk.natok:  Even  in  these  days,  when  iu  the  Slate  of  New  York  we  .ire 
striving  at  economy,  all  swm  to  l>e  agreed  that  a  iiill  should  be  passed  in  the 
legislature  this  year,  and  .-iiiprovt'd  l»y  the  governor,  apinopriating  .$1L>."MK)0 
toward  the  I'lattsburgh  Centenary  Celel)r.ition.  This  unist  lie  done,  if  at  all, 
this  year,  as  the  hundredth  anniversary  is  to  be  celebrated  on  September  11. 
.\('w  York  State  is  more  interested  than  any  othei".  luit  it  is  of  course  a  national 
[proposit  ion  as  well,  and  we  are  making  our  apiiropriatiou  at  this  time  feeling 
tlial  the  l''edcral  (Jovernmcnt  will  do  its  share.  Just  as  it  did  with  refei-eiice  to 
tbe  I'erry  celeiiral  ion. 

I  have  been  reipiested  to  write  you  by  Mr.  Howard  I  >.  liadley.  assisl;iiit  sec- 
iet;iry  of  the  riatlsbiirgb  ('enteiuii'y  Commis«<ioii.  urging  you  to  do  wiiat  yiui 
e.in  to  provide  a  Keileral  appropriation. 

NNilli  Iviiid  reu'.-irds.  I  :iiii.  very  sincerely,  yours. 

HaHOMI     .1.     Hl.N.MA.N. 


COMMEMORATION    OF    BATTLE    OF    rLATTSBUROlI.  25 

ASSKMBI.Y    <'llAMlti:i<.    SlATK    OK    NkW    YoUK, 

Albany,  March  9,  191/,. 
Hon.  Eliiiu  Root, 

Senate  Chamhei;  Wa.shinf/ioii,  D.  C. 
yiY  Dear  Rknatok  :  The  State  of  New  York  proposes  to  appropriate  $12r),000 
tnr   the   celi'lir.ilioii    of   ;i    pcrin.iiicnt    incnmiial    (•oinnu'iiiorafm;,'   the   Hattle   of 
n.Mttshnr.di.  ,  .  „         , 

In  company  wilh  Chainnaii  Francis  LyiKh'  Stclsun  ami  Assistant  Secretary 
Iladh'v  of  tilt'  I'latlslMUL'ii  ("ciilenary  ('(iiiimlssion.  I  saw  (Jov.  (ilynn  this  nioni- 
inj,',  aiul  he  has  ajireed  to  sijin  the  bill.  The  hill  is  now  in  the  senate  tinanee 
committee,  and  Senator  Frawley  has  agreed  to  rejiort  it  ont  at  once.  It  will 
be  passed  promjitiv  bv  the  senate.  Speaker  Sweet.  Majority  Leader  Ilimnan, 
and  :\Iin(>rity  Leader  Smith  are  all  heartily  in  favor  of  the  hill,  and  there  is 
not  the  slijjlitest  donbt  but  what  it  will  become  a  law  within  a  few  d.-iys. 

Xew  Yolk  Slate  hojies  and  exiiects  that  Con!.,'ress  will  do  .as  well  for  its 
iiuMiiorial  ((iinmcmoratini;-  Macdononf,drs  victory  as  was  done  for  Terry's 
victory. 

With  hijih  resipccl.  I  remain,  very  trnly,  yours, 

A.  Macdonai.d, 
Chairman  ConuaHtcr  on   Wni/s  nnd  Means. 


The  Senate  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

Alhnn)i.  Varrh   10,  191',. 
Hon.  Eliiiu  Root, 

Senate  CJidinbcr.  Wasliimitdn.  D.  C. 
My  Dear  Senator  :  The  le.tiislature  of  this  State  if!  now  i>utring  through  a 
bill   api)ropriatinii  .$12r>.000   for   a    celebration   and   permanent    memorial   coin- 
memoratinL;  the  I?att1e  of  Plattsbursh. 

The  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  senate  by  Senator  Foley  and  is  now  in 
the  senate  tinance  committee,  and  Senator  Frawley  has  agreed  to  report  it  out 
at  once.  It  will  be  passed  promptly  by  the  senate.  Gov.  (ilynn  has  agreed  to 
sicn  the  bill.  Speaker  Sweet.  Majority  Leader  Hinman,  and  Minority  Leader 
Smith  are  all  heartily  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  it  will  become  a  law  within  a  few  days. 

We  hope  and  exiiect  that  Congress  will  appropriate  the  same  amount  for  the 
memorial  commemorating  Macdonough's  victory  as  was  done  for  Perry's 
victory,  viz,  $2.")0,000. 

With  warmest  personal  regards.  I  remain,  very  truly,  yours. 

James  A.  Emerson. 


Assembly   Chamber,    State  of   New   York, 

Albany,  March  9,  J9]',. 
Hon.    Elihu    Root, 

WasJiinf/ton.  D.  ('. 
My  Dear  Senator:  I  beg  to  address  you  at  this  time  in  the  interest  of  a 
hill  pending  in  Coirgress  known  as  Senate  bill  No.  3662.  Our  State  is  about 
to  ,!pproi)riate.  for  tlie  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  the  Battle  of  Plattsburgh, 
.'i;i2.">.(MiO.  I  am  reliably  informed  that  the  governor  is  favorably  connnitted  to 
this  bill,  and  it  is  exceedingly  necessary  that  Congress  take  prompt  action  on 
the  incisure  providing  Federal  assistance  in  this  celebi-ation  that  the  plans 
and  specifications  may  be  made  at  the  earliest  date  possible  that  the  under- 
takiiiij;  ma.v  jirove  a   success. 

.May  I  ask  for  your  supjuirt  and  the  best  efforts  for  an  early  and  favorable 
consideration  on  this  measure,  and  remain, 
Your.s.  very  respectfully. 
f:  T  "  T.  C.  Sweet. 

LETTERS   TO   SENATOR  JAMES   A.    O'GORMAN. 

Tlie  Chairman.  The  following  letter.s  addressed  to  Senator  O'Gor- 
man  will  be  printed  in  the  record: 

State  of  New  York,  Executive  Chamber, 

Alhanii,  Mareh  JO,  191/,. 
Hon.   James   A.   O'Gorman. 

United  States   Senate.    Washington,  D.   C. 
My  Dear  Senator  O'Gorman  :  I  take  pleasure  in  herewith  introducing  to  you 
Mr.  Howard  D.  Iladley,  secretary  of  the  Plattsburgh  Centenary  Commission, 
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tbe  uienibers  of  whiili  ih'sire  an  appropriation  of  $250.(XtO  from  Congress  to 
the  Plattsbnrtrli  celebration  and  i>eruianeut  nifniorial. 

Historians  jrenerally  a^Mve  that  tl»e  Hattle  of  riattsl)nrgb  was  tbe  greates 
naval  battle  of  tbe  war.  and  tbat  by  bis  victory  Macdonongb  stamped  liimsel 
as  one  of  tbe  greatest  sea  captains  wbieb  onr  conntry  has  jtrodnced. 

I  bope  (hat  Congress  wiH  see  its  way  clear  to  enact' a  law  making  this  ajipro- 
priation,  and  I   l»eg  to  add  my  assnrances  that  so  far  as  tbe  matter  is  In  my 
power.  New  York  Slate  will  also  add  a  snbstantial  appropriation. 
Vevy   sincerely,   yours. 

MaUTIN    II.    Gl.Y.NX. 

St.\te  of  New  Yoric. 

LlKlTEXAXT    GOVKRNOR's    RoOM, 

Albaiiij,  Fehnianj  0,  Idl). 
Ilcn.  James  A.  O'Corman. 

United  States  Senate,  Washington,  I).  C. 

My  Dkar  Senator:  I  am  taking  tbe  liberty  at  this  linu'  of  asking  you  to  use 
your  good  offices  to  secure  favorable  action  on  the  bill  which  you  have  intro- 
duced in  tbe  United  States  Senate  appropriating  .$2.")<MXi<)  for  (he  estaldishmeut 
of  a  proper  memorial  to  Thomas  Macdouough  at  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.  Senator 
I-'oley.  chairman  of  the  New  York  State  Plattsburg  Centenary  Ccunmission.  has 
introduced  a  bill  in  tbe  legislature  calling  for  an  aiipropriat'ion  of  .$1.'K).()00  in 
order  th.it  New  York  State  may  participate  with  tbe  Federal  Goveruuient  in 
the  cre<-llon  of  a  suital)le  memorial  to  this  m;in  and  the  men  who  fought  so 
gallantly  under  him  on  (bis  historical  occ.ision. 

I'ractically  every  historic  si)ot  in  the  country  has  receivi'd  recognition  in 
this  manner  by  the  various  States  or  Nation.  .Mnd  1  firmly  iielieve  that  the  peojile 
of  this  State  and  the  Nation  owe  (his  small  tribute  to  these  men  who  had  so 
much  to  do  with  making  this  country  what  it  is  to-day. 

With  tbe  bope  that  you  will  do  everythtiug  possible  to  secure  favorable  con- 
sideration of  this  measure.  I  am, 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

Robert  Magxer. 

The  Senate  ok  the  State  of  New  York, 

Albany,  Mareh  10,  liU.'i. 
Hon.  James  A.  O'Gorman, 

United  Stales  Senator,  Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  Senator:  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  secure  the  speedy  iiassage  of 
tbe  bill  introducetl  by  you  providing  for  a  memorial  to  Thomas  Macdonough. 

The  authorities  in  our  State  have  all  agreed  to  an  appropriation  of  $125,000, 
and  tbe  (Jovernmenfs  participation  should  be  proportionate. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

James  A.  Foley. 


(Thereupon  the  committee  adjounied.) 
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